Croydon BSAC 23

Diving Officer’s Rules, October 1999
Safe Diving
· Ocean Divers are not to undertake “decompression stop” dives or dives exceeding 20m.

· Sports Divers are not to undertake dives exceeding 35m.

· All divers are to wear Buoyancy Compensators (BC’s)/Stab jackets, this includes drysuit divers.

· Surface Markers Buoys (SMB’s) should normally be used by each pair of divers, unless it is considered inappropriate by the Diving Officer/Dive Marshall/Boat Skipper.

· A distress flag or similar is to be carried by each diver.

· An Alternative Air Source (AAS) is to be carried by each diver (an octopus rig is acceptable).

· Buddy checks prior to dives must be carried out by each pair, incorporating a full understanding of how to use the equipment and its location on each diver.

Open Water Activities

· The Diving Officer must be consulted and his approval obtained before the commencement of any club dive. Ideally an Advanced Diver should attend all club dives. However, prior permission nay be obtained from the Diving Officer for a Dive Leader to act in his place.

· In normal circumstances no dive will be accepted or recognised as a qualifying or club dive, unless the prior permission of the Diving Officer has been obtained.

· All divers attending open water activities should be prepared to produce their qualification (blue) logbooks. Dive Marshalls are required to check these logbooks prior to the commencement of the activities and to annotate dive sheets that they have done so.

· It is considered a serious matter for any diver not to report dive times etc. or leave a dive site without informing the Dive Marshall.

· Any incident, no matter how trivial, during a club dive, must be reported to the Diving Officer as soon as possible.

· Dive sheets are to be returned, fully completed and legible, normally no later than the following Wednesday after the dive, with any incidents/comments written on the reverse side.

· A Diver Coxswain is required on all activities involving the club boat. However, any diver wishing to drive the club boat must have at least a BSAC Boat Handling certificate and be considered responsible enough by the Diving Officer or the Dive Marshall.

General

· All individuals participating in club activities, pool sessions, lectures or dives must be a fully paid up member and have a valid medical certificate.

· No trainee can undertake open water diving before completing most of the required pool training and have attended a good proportion of lectures.

· All divers are required to verify their logbooks and have them stamped before commencing a seasons diving (ie annually).

Recommended Practice

· A delayed SMB should be carried by each diver if the use of an SMB is inadvisable. 

· All divers should attend Oxygen Administration, First Aid for Divers, Practical Rescue Management and Lifesaver skill development courses.

· All divers should do refresher training of their rescue skills at least annually.

· Safety stops of at least 3 minutes at 6 meters should be performed on all dives.

